Influence of pH on kininase activity: The activity of kininase in human venous blood was examined at various pHs (Fig. 2) .
It was found that the optimum pH of kininase was around 7.4. Below this pH, the activity was rapidly reduced and disappeared completely at 5.6 or lower, but its activity was still recognizable at such a strongly alkaline pH as 10.4. Time course of bradykinin inactivation: Since kininase in blood is so active that the added bradykinin is too rapidly inactivated to be recovered for the estimation of kininase activity in a few minutes, suitable dilution of blood should be considered for the evaluation of kininase activity. The time course of bradykinin inactivation was studied at various blood dilutions and at different bradykinin concentrations. On the other hand, it has been already ascertained in this laboratory that kinin content in blood from asthmatic patients is increased. The details will be reported elsewhere. From these findings, it seems probable that kinin plays some role in the pathogenesis of bronchial asthma.
In cases of acute pancreatitis, no significant difference was found from the healthy control. But it must be kept in mind that in all these cases the patients
were not severely diseased and in the stage of convalescence. Therefore, it is not concluded that kininase activity is normal in acute pancreatitis.
